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BIOLOGY SYLLABUS   2020/2021
Coach Kortney Livingston   ♦     Room 2101   ♦     khlivingston@prosper-isd.net
Class Vision Statement

This class will promote an attitude of curiosity and enthusiasm for learning in an environment that is caring, stimulating, and challenging.  We will work together as a team to ensure that every classmate is motivated to give his or her best effort every day in order to succeed both academically and personally.  We will exhibit Blue Hawk Pride by respecting ourselves and others, following safety protocols, and being responsible Rock Hill students and community members.

Welcome to Class!

Biology- In this course we will explore the principles of cell biology, genetics, taxonomy, evolutionary change and ecology.   We will develop critical thinking skills by examining real world problems during laboratory investigations on a regular basis in which students will be expected to design and carry out experiments using appropriate methods and resources.  
Environmental Systems- During this course we will explore the various components that make up various biomes/ecosystems. We will analyze how various disruptions impact the environment and the long term effects of that biome. 
Things you will need for class

Chromebook
Pen and Paper (If desired)

Classroom Wish List
Paper towels
Kleenex
Antibacterial soap
Germ-X

Clorox wipes
Classroom Expectations
1. Respect yourself, others, and Rock High School facilities.

2. Follow Lab Safety Protocols
3. Be prompt and prepared 

4. Use cell phones, chromebooks, and head phones at appropriate times (lunch and passing periods, or when required in class for activities)

5. Exhibit academic integrity.

6. All expectations that are stated in the student handbook are to be followed.

Grading Policy

1. You are responsible for turning in each assignment on time, unless you have spoken with me about any extenuating circumstances before the work is due (then it is teacher discretion whether the assignment will be counted late or not).  
An assignment may be turned in under the following guidelines:


1 school day late – maximum score is 85%


2 school days late – maximum score is 70%


3 school days late – Maximum score is 60%

No late work will be accepted after 3 school business days and a zero will be recorded in the grade book.
2. Check with me about make-up work when you are absent.  This is your responsibility.  It is also your responsibility to get any missed assignments and or notes.  Assignments and notes may be found on Google Classroom. Students’ shall have a time equal to days absent from class plus one day to complete all missed assignments.
3. Grades will be weighted as follows
 
Major Grades= 60%        
Minor Grades = 40%

*Students will be allowed to retake a failed exam for a grade no higher than a 70% after taking a minimum of 2 tutorials. Or any student will be allowed to correct an exam for half of the points they missed back. 
Classwork

As you all know we live in an everchanging world. With this said, most classwork will be online using Google classroom. I plan on keeping lectures to a minimum and have students do most of their work using technology. Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions! 
Labs

Laboratory experiments and exploration are a large part of this course.  It is vital that the students follow all laboratory procedures and safety rules.  Failure to comply with behavior expectations can result in removal from lab activities.  A safety contract will be sent home and filled out by the student and the parent/guardian.  These documents will be kept on file and are needed before a student can participate in any labs.

Academic Integrity
Academic integrity values the work of individuals regardless if it is another student’s work, a researcher, or author.  The pursuit of learning requires each student to be responsible for his or her academic work.  Academic dishonesty is not tolerated in our schools.  Academic dishonesty, includes cheating, copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and unauthorized communication between students during an examination.  The determination that a student has engaged in academic dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or other supervising professional employee and considers written materials, observation, or information from students.  Students found to have engaged in academic dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary and/or academic penalties.  The teacher and campus administrator shall jointly determine such action.  
Tutorials

Tutorials will be offered during SOAR time or at students request. 
Coach Livingston’s final word:

         Nothing listed above is set in stone. Some of these policies are subject to change, so stay focused and tuned in class. This sure is going to be an exciting year! ☻ 
